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PressRelease
 
Allianz RCM BRIC Stars wins ‘A’ rating from OBSR

The Allianz RCM BRIC Stars Fund has been awarded an ‘A’ rating from OBSR. The Fund is the only UK-domiciled BRIC fund investing in Brazil, Russia, India and China, thought to be amongst the fastest growing economies in the world. Since its launch in February 2006, the Fund has returned 22.8% to 3 July 2009*. The Allianz RCM Japan Fund, managed by Kazayuki Terao since September 2004, has returned 12.7% since then**, and was also awarded an ‘A’ rating. Both Funds are ranked 1st quartile within their IMA sector since their respective managers took charge. 
Nick Smith, Managing Director, Allianz Global Investors Europe said: “We are really pleased the research team at OBSR have recognised the quality of the Allianz RCM BRIC Stars Fund and awarded it an ‘A’ rating. The hard work and dedication put in by manager Michael Konstantinov and his team has been acknowledged by one of the leading Fund Research companies. We are particularly happy that this rating comes at a time when investment funds are being increasingly scrutinised on their ability to deliver on their objectives.”

The Allianz RCM BRIC Stars Fund is underpinned by RCM’s proprietary market research network called Grassroots® Research. Grassroots® Research is dedicated to uncovering and measuring demand in the market place for specific products and services.
OBSR is the leading qualitative investment research company in the UK retail funds market. The ratings are based on a combination of qualitative and quantitative research which takes into account the funds’ aims and objectives as well as performance.
Fact file: Allianz RCM BRIC Stars Fund

Investment remit

The Fund’s aim is to achieve long-term capital growth by investing predominantly in the equity markets of Brazil, Russia, India and China. Up to one third of the Fund’s assets may be invested outside the BRIC countries including developed countries and/or other emerging markets.

· Launch date:                          24 February 2006

· Managed by:                          Michael Konstantinov, Head of Emerging Markets, RCM (manager since launch)

· Benchmark :                          25% MSCI Brazil, 25% MSCI Russia, 25% MSCI India, 25% MSCI China, total return net

                                             rebased annually

· Structure :                              UK-domiciled OEIC

Fact file: Allianz RCM Japan Fund

Investment remit

The Fund aims to achieve capital growth by investing in Japanese companies with larger market capitalisations. The Fund also benefits from the local knowledge of a Japan-based team. 

· Launch date:                          16 May 2002

· Managed by:                          Kazuyuki Terao, CIO Japanese Equities, RCM (manager since 30 September 2006)

· Benchmark :                          Topix 

· Structure :                              UK-domiciled OEIC

Financial advisers should visit www.allianzgi.co.uk or call Investor Services on 0800 84 84 94.

– Ends –
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Notes to Editors:

* Source: Allianz Global Investors/ Lipper. From fund launch date of 24.02.06 to 03.07.09, mid to mid, basic rate tax, GB£. Sector is the IMA Specialist sector.

** Source: Allianz Global Investors/ Lipper. From manager start date of 30.09.04 to 03.07.09, mid to mid, basic rate tax, GB£. Sector is the IMA Japan sector.

Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. You should not make any assumptions on the future on the basis of performance information.  The value of an investment and the income from it can fall as well as rise as a result of market and currency fluctuations and you may not get back the amount originally invested. The information contained herein including any expression of opinion is for information purposes only and is given on the understanding that it is not a recommendation and anyone who acts on it, or changes their opinion thereon, does so entirely at their own risk. The opinions expressed are based on information which we believe to be accurate and reliable, however, these opinions may change without notice.

About Allianz Global Investors (source: Allianz Global Investors as at 31.03.09, except where stated)

Allianz Global Investors, a division of Allianz SE, is a network of investment specialists in the major institutional and retail markets around the world. Through PIMCO, RCM, Oppenheimer Capital, NFJ, Nicholas-Applegate and several other specialist firms Allianz Global Investors offers its clients a broad variety of investment competencies, covering all equity and fixed income investment styles as well as balanced products and alternative investments. With globally Eur993 billion assets under management, Allianz Global Investors is one of the world’s largest active asset managers*. Through its network of more than 5,000 employees around the globe, including 1,070 investment professionals, Allianz Global Investors is able to leverage local expertise and market knowledge to its clients all over the world.

* Source: Allianz Global Investors, respective company report & accounts, as at 31.12.08.

This press release is intended for journalists in their professional capacity and is not intended to be a financial promotion. Issued by Allianz Global Investors Europe Gmbh (AGIE) incorporated in Germany and registered as a branch in England and Wales, authorised in Germany by BAFIN and subject to limited regulation in the UK by the Financial Services Authority. Details about the extent of our regulation by the Financial Services Authority are available from us on request. AGIE is the UK distributor of the Allianz International Investment Funds and Allianz International UK & European Investment Funds which are collective investment schemes authorised by the Financial Services Authority.

