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Advisers continue to support emerging markets

Advisers show preference for global portfolios with a focus on emerging markets

Advisers believe fund managers should be able to follow their convictions

Advisers are increasingly recognising the potential offered by emerging markets, according to the latest Adviser Poll(1) from Allianz Global Investors. 74% of advisers have a bullish view towards emerging markets, closely followed by global equities, with 60% of advisers favouring the asset class. This compares to low levels of confidence in traditional portfolio ‘heavyweights’ with 91% and 69% of advisers being bearish or neutral towards government and corporate bonds respectively, and 56% of advisers bearish towards cash. UK Equities continue to be regarded with uncertainty for the next 12 months and nearly half (43%) of all advisers feel neutral towards the sector.

Nick Smith, a Managing Director of Allianz Global Investors Europe, comments:
“The findings of our latest adviser poll shows that advisers are increasingly turning to emerging markets for returns. Advisers therefore have their work cut out in choosing from the plethora of funds now on offer in this area. In our view, a BRIC fund allows investors to diversify their risk, whilst still providing access to the largest of the emerging markets as well as key themes such as growing domestic demand, and increasing infrastructure spend.”

The poll also revealed that advisers are strongly in favour of a ‘best ideas’ approach with 95% of advisers believing it is very or quite important for managers to be able to act with conviction. 

Nick Smith continues:

“In an era where there is an increased focus on demonstrating the value of active management, it is worth noting that the vast majority of advisers believe that a manager should be free to follow their convictions.  Advisers clearly see the value in a truly active approach and believe that fund managers should have the flexibility to act on their ideas.”
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Notes to Editors

1 – The Allianz Global Investors Adviser Poll is a regular online survey. The survey was carried out between 17/08/09 to 28/08/09 via the Allianz Global Investors database of Professional Advisers, with a total of 194 responses.
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Awards:

            Money Observer Fund awards 2009, Allianz Global Investors winner Highly Commended Smaller Group in recognition of consistently superior risk-adjusted performance. 

            Seung Minn, manager of the Allianz RCM US Equity Fund, awarded two gold medals, by Sauren Fund Research: 2009.

            Allianz PIMCO Gilt Yield Fund winner of Bond Pound Sterling award by Thomson Reuters, at the Lipper Fund awards 2009.

            RCM named No.1 leading fund management firm for SRI Research by Thomson Reuters Extel 2009. Bozena Jankowska, Team Head of RCM Sustainability Research, manages the Allianz RCM Global EcoTrends Fund. 

            Allianz RCM European Equity Income Fund named Product of the Month, What Investment magazine July 2009.

            Allianz Global Investors awarded Best Emerging Markets Group by Professional Adviser magazine, 2008.

            Funds Europe awards 2008, CIO of the Year is awarded to Global CIO of RCM, Andreas Utermann. RCM is the global equity manager of Allianz Global Investors. 

            PIMCO winner of Global Fixed Income Manager of the Year at SAIMA 2008 (Specialist and Alternative Investment Manager Awards). PIMCO is the global fixed income manager of Allianz Global Investors.

            Allianz RCM Global EcoTrends Fund winner Best Climate Change Investment fund 2008, by Holden & Partners in conjunction with Incisive Media.

            Allianz RCM Global EcoTrends Fund named Product of the Month, What Investment magazine April 2008.

            Winner of European Investment Trust of the Year by Investment Week magazine, 2008, for Charter European.
Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. You should not make any assumptions on the future on the basis of performance information.  The value of an investment and the income from it can fall as well as rise as a result of market and currency fluctuations and you may not get back the amount originally invested. The information contained herein including any expression of opinion is for information purposes only and is given on the understanding that it is not a recommendation and anyone who acts on it, or changes their opinion thereon, does so entirely at their own risk. The opinions expressed are based on information which we believe to be accurate and reliable, however, these opinions may change without notice. 
About Allianz Global Investors:
Allianz Global Investors, a division of Allianz SE, is a network of investment specialists in the major institutional and retail markets around the world. Through PIMCO, RCM, Oppenheimer Capital, NFJ, Nicholas-Applegate and several other specialist firms Allianz Global Investors offers its clients a broad variety of investment competencies, covering all equity and fixed income investment styles as well as balanced products and alternative investments. With globally EUR 1,045 billion assets under management, Allianz Global Investors is one of the world’s largest active asset managers. Through its network of more than 5,000 employees around the globe, including 1,046 investment professionals, Allianz Global Investors is able to leverage local expertise and market knowledge to its clients all over the world.*
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*Source: Allianz Global Investors, respective company report & accounts, as at 30.06.09.
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