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PRESS RELEASE

2nd August 2010

LATEST LAW FIRM CLOSURE HIGHLIGHTS IMPORTANCE 

OF FLIGHT FOR QUALITY IN THE MORTGAGE INDUSTRY 
Goldsmith Williams says that the recent closure of the law firm Norman Saville & Co, which also traded as UKconvey, should act as a salutary reminder to all mortgage brokers to only recommend conveyancing firms which they know are well founded and can offer their clients a high quality service.

Eddie Goldsmith, Senior Partner at Goldsmith Williams said: “There is a flight for quality currently taking place in the mortgage industry, which not only affects lenders and brokers but also conveyancing firms. Brokers need to choose their conveyancing partners carefully, because law firms are no different to other types of service provider and are vulnerable to being closed down or going out of business for a variety of reasons. 

“Mortgage brokers should check any firm they recommend to clients because if that firm subsequently goes out of business, it may have a negative impact on the broker’s own reputation. If a broker has no experience of using a specific law firm or conveyancing specialist they should take some obvious precautions, such as checking the firm’s reputation with other brokers or estate agents and also establishing its credentials including any recent awards it may have won. A quick internet search will often reveal any significant dissatisfaction with a firm.”

Norman Saville & Co had offices in London and Birmingham and was ‘intervened into’ by the Solicitors Regulation Authority on 5th July 2010. The principals of the firm have issued proceedings to challenge the intervention and the proceedings are ongoing. The intervention by the SRA protects clients’ money and documents and the SRA has appointed Russell-Cooke Solicitors to look after all client files.

Brokers can obtain further information about the range of services on offer from Goldsmith Williams by visiting: www.goldsmithwilliams.co.uk or by phoning 0845 373 3737.

**ends**

Journalists requiring further information can phone:

Eddie Goldsmith, Senior Partner, Goldsmith Williams
07711 331694

or

Josh Cooper, Cooper Consultants Ltd


01295 688243

About Goldsmith Williams

Goldsmith Williams is one of the UK’s leading law firms specialising in conveyancing, remortgages, road traffic accidents and wills. Founded in 1984, the firm is based in the heart of Liverpool and employs approximately 270 staff. Over the last five years, the firm has worked with over 160,000 clients.

Goldsmith Williams’ conveyancing, remortgage and claims management departments are amongst the most experienced in the UK, providing quality legal services to a wide range of clients. Goldsmith Williams is on the panel of every leading building society, bank and centralised lender and acts for a wide network of brokers and introducers.

The company has three partners: Christopher Williams, Edward Goldsmith, and Simon Cottrell. 

Goldsmith Williams is winner of the British Mortgage Awards ‘Conveyancer of the Year’ 2007; the Mortgage Strategy Awards ‘Best Conveyancer’ 2008 and 2009; the Moneyfacts Awards ‘Best Conveyancer’ 2008; was ranked as the most innovative law firm in the Top Legal Employers United Kingdom Award 2009; and won the 2009 Legal Technology Implementation of the Year Award.
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