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14 October 2009
PARADIGM LAUNCH WILL-WRITING SERVICE WITH APS
Paradigm Mortgage Services, the mortgage partnership proposition, has today (14th October 2009) announced the launch of a will-writing service with APS Legal & Associates, the professional will-writing and legal specialist estate planning practitioners . 
Paradigm Group members will have two options when it comes to using APS Legal & Associates – they can act as either an Introducer or an Associate.  Regardless of the option chosen the adviser will not have to write any legal documents.

Those members opting for Introducer status will be able to offer their clients access to the range of legal services offered by APS Legal & Associates including the use of its 140 consultants based throughout the country.  Having made the introduction to APS, the client is then visited by an APS consultant who takes all the details before producing the necessary legal documentation.  All consultations are free, so there is no obligation placed on the clients. For their introductions, Paradigm members will receive 15% of the cost of the service to the client. 
The second option is offered exclusively to Paradigm members and allows advisers to become Associates of APS whereby they become qualified estate planning consultants.  This means members will be able to offer legal services directly to their clients and enhance their income without the need to refer it onto a specialist and without all the hassle of extra paperwork.
To become a fully-qualified consultant, APS Legal & Associates have designed an intensive three-day training course exclusively for Paradigm members which will result in each individual receiving an industry-recognised qualification.  APS provide all the ongoing support required for members to provide a complete estate planning service to clients including:

· The knowledge, skills and confidence to take instructions.

· The professional production of wills and other associated legal documents.

· A complete ‘back office’ function including reception, secretarial and administration support.

· The use of the company’s corporate identity.

· Membership and accreditation to both APS’s membership bodies.

· Provision of a practising certificate and the right to use logos on stationery and advertising materials.

· Full lifetime PI insurance (to £2.5m) and public liability insurance (to £1m), providing the adviser operates within the conditions of the Associate agreement.

· Ongoing legal, technical and mentor support.

· Internet-based information service, The Associate Information Centre (AIC).

· Ongoing Continuous Professional Development and continuation training provided on a regular basis.
As all APS’s legal documentation production costs are charged at 35% (inclusive of VAT) of its suggested retail prices, advisers will gain 65% profit for their legal services business.



APS will provide the Associate package exclusively for Paradigm members at a cost of £625 plus VAT, with no ongoing costs.  Alternatively, the member can choose to pay £250 upfront and £250 when they begin the course, with the balance paid out of the income they generate.  This will allow Paradigm members to spread the cost of the course.

Bob Hunt, Chief Executive of Paradigm Mortgage Services, commented:

“Business diversification is the name of the game for many intermediaries and advisers at the moment, which is why Paradigm continually looks for further opportunities to allow our members access to new income streams.  This link-up with APS Legal & Associates provides members with a unique and distinct new product area to focus on, and it could potentially deliver increased revenue.  According to a survey by the National Consumer Council in 2007, seven out of 10 people do not have a will, therefore advisers are in a prime position to offer this service and provide real peace of mind to their clients.  Introducers to APS can earn a significant introduction fee, however, if they also take the training course they can substantially increase their earnings and add a further service string to their bow.  Through Paradigm, APS will provide all the necessary help, support and back-up to ensure members have the tools at their disposal to make the most of this new sector opportunity.”
Adam Shaw, Managing Director at APS Legal & Associates, said:
“I have always believed that the cornerstone of all financial planning is having the correct Wills and trusts in place for clients.  Not only is this the correct thing for the client, but the opportunity available to all advisers in offering this service is extraordinary and one which can only be measured and really understood by those which take Will writing in their business seriously.  Providing an Estate planning and Will writing service to clients not only brings additional, regular and lucrative income, but also allows advisers access to executors, witnesses, guardians, trustees named in the Will.  The list is endless but more importantly this list could also provide future clients for the financial service business and indeed the estate planning business.
“If advisers would like to take the Associate option, which is available exclusively to Paradigm members, then we can train them in just three days.  As a qualified Associate of APS Legal & Associates not only will advisers have the support and legal expertise to develop their Estate planning business, but they can be 100% sure we will provide them with the most up-to-date, professional, code compliant Will writing and Estate planning business in the industry.  As well as our professionalism and integrity, the value for money which we offer to Associates is incomparable and gives each and every one the opportunity to provide a much-needed service to all clients, but also to provide their financial services business with the increased income and profits they deserve.”
For full information on the opportunities available with APS Legal & Associates, please visit: www.paradigmortgages.com and click on the ‘[INSERT NAME]’ tab.
For further information please contact:

Bob Hunt, Chief Executive, Paradigm Mortgage Services, Tel: 07767 462092

Diane Priest, Associate Business Manager, APS Legal & Associates, Tel: 0845 430 4600; diane@aps-legal.co.uk
Rob Griffiths, White Dragon Communications Ltd, Tel: 01483 549282, Mobile: 07983 641566; rob@whitedragoncomms.co.uk
Notes to editors

About Paradigm Mortgage Services 

· Paradigm Mortgage Services offers IFAs and mortgage intermediaries the same opportunity.  Members of the proposition benefit fully from market-leading procuration fees, have access to exclusive and semi-exclusive products, and share in the club’s ownership.  Members will also have the added opportunity of building additional value wholly attributable to their own individual businesses.  Paradigm Mortgage Services also offer a dedicated Mortgage Desk to members. 
· Paradigm Mortgage Services is an associated business of Paradigm Partners LLP, the IFA support firm established by Paul Hogarth. 
· Paradigm Partners is a limited liability partnership.  It offers those firms who sign up the opportunity for them to share in the capital growth of the business via a discretionary trust.

Paradigm Partners LLP

Paradigm House

Brooke Court

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 3ND

Tel: 0845 303 6333

Fax: 0845 303 8333

Paradigm Mortgage Services

Wellington House

Birmingham International Park

Solihull

West Midlands

B37 7HE

Tel: 0121-781 7337/7338

Fax: 0121-731 7339

